20              THE ARYANS BECOME INDIANS

the rising power of Magadha challenging the great king-
dom of Kosala, to which the Buddha's own clan was
feudatory. These Kings and those of Videha and Avanti
rule a civilized people with great capitals and market-
towns. They are entitled to one-sixth of the produce of
the country, and are expected in return to dispense an
even-handed justice. If the King fails he may be deposed :
*a bad ruler is like a leaky boat*. Kingship was either
elective or hereditary, according to local custom, and
rajas were of many kinds. Some, like the Buddha's father,
were petty chieftains, others kings of great and powerful
realms. Kosala, for instance, stretched from the eastern
foot-hills of the Himalayas to the Ganges at Benares, and
its claim to a wider empire, challenged by Magadha
and the Licchavis, is the outstanding political event of
this era.

The chiefs meet in a hall for public business, and the
villagers have local assemblies. These are the forerunners
of panchayats, councils of five, which for two thousand
years or more have made each village a little republic, caring
for the affairs of temple and well, of common lands and
boundaries, and settling local disputes with a rough and
ready justice. For bigger questions there are judges,
magistrates, and other officers,

The Magadhan capital of Rajgir or 'The King's House*
was first a hill-fortress, whose cyclopean walls attest a very
early date, and it was moved in the time of the Buddha to
the foot of the hills. The fortifications of both cities, four
and a half miles in circumference in one case, three in the
other, show how far the Indians have advanced from their
early mud forts. Their construction is, however, not more
elaborate than that of the Indus Valley cities nearly two
thousand years earlier. India is soon to enter upon an era
of great architectural and artistic achievement, but for
domestic purposes wood and brick still suffice; and nothing
has yet been unearthed to tell us in detail of the style and
nature of palace or house or temple. We read in early
Buddhist works of seven-story buildings, and Indus